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that one's wife was untrue* A vulture, alighting
over a door and spreading its wings to the sun, was
a sign of an accident to the owner of the house. A
fox or a snake crossing a road in front of a traveler
presaged an unlucky journey. Bringing an amulet
from a distant spot was an omen presaging the ap-
pearance of a new variety of potato. The Incans also
believed that trepanning a person's skull always re-
sulted in a new variety of potato, and, oddly enough,
there is no other part of the world where there are
so many varieties of potatoes as in Peru, and no-
where else was trepanning so widely practised. In
Incan days, if the current of the Desaguadero River
flowed from south to north, It was thought to indi-
cate an uprising of the Karanca or Kallaca tribe.
The tribute demanded of the Uros and Kellay-Senka
tribes consisted of a species of parasitic insect prized
as a delicacy by the Incas, If this tribute was not
punctually paid it was deemed a sure sign of an ap-
proaching uprising among the Karas in the south.
If more cocks than hens were hatched from eggs the
approaching end of the world was foretold.
Sorcerers, of course, flourished, and many if not
most of the priests claimed to be able to forecast
events for years to come. No doubt many of these
men were hypnotists and charlatans, but it is an in-
disputable fact that many of their prophecies did
come true. If we are to believe the statements and
writings of the Spaniards, the Incans possessed cer-
tain powers which are inexplicable. According to
innumerable observers and historians, as well as In-
can traditions, the Incan races had an uncanny and
seemingly supernatural ability for conveying and re-